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Printed for John Lawrence at the Sign of the Angel I : 
a in the Poultrey. MDC CVI. = 
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To the Reader. 
1 Never was, nor ever ſhall he forward to af» 5 


pear in Print, but there are ſome ſpecial Occa- 
„ions, which even force a Man beyond his own 1 1 
and Inclination. This Confeſſion was deliuer d * 
fore a Multitude of Witneſſes, many of which have 
been often ſoliciting me to Print it; And ſeveral 
more have earneſtly preſsd for Written" Copies © 
Theſe were Perſons whom I lookt upon my ſelf obli- 
ged to gratifie, and jt” intended to giue out 
ſome few Copies that mag t be tranſcrib'd by others, 
which I reckon'd woul * both e But at length 
Twas acquainted that many Tranſcripts were already 
gotten abroad, one of which I ſaw, and that indeed 
had done me much Wrong, tho I had reaſon to be- 
lieve it was one of the Beſt ; This made me reſolve 
to Print off ſome few to give among my particular 
Friends, which at the ſame time would fave me, or 
others the trouble of writing out more. And I 
have thought that it night not be amiſs to give this 
ſhort Account unto thoſe into whoſe Hands this ſhould 
come. „e 


ies. S. Roſewell. 


E A 


Confeſſion of FAIT H, Oe. 


Article ILV BELIEVE The Exiſtence of a God, 
an Incomprehenſibly Bleſſed and 


Glorious Spirit, a moſt pure and perfect Eſſence, 


without Body, Parts or Paſſions: Self-Exiſting, 


and ſo from all Eternity: Immutable, Immenſe, 
Self- ſufficient, All- ſufficient. Of Indefectible 


Holineſs, of Univerſal Knowledge, of Unfa- 
thomable Wiſdom, of Tranſcendent Rectitude, 
of Unlimited Goodneſs and Mercy. The Alone 


Fountain, Author, Upholder and Governor of all 


things. To Whom it was Impoſſible not to Be, 
and without Whom it 1s Impoſſible for any thing 
beſides to Be, or continue in Being. And the 
Dependance of all Finite and Limited Beings, in- 
fers ſuch an Infinite and Independent Eſſence; 
which is alſo Evinc'd by Extraordinary and Super- 
natural Operations, ſuch as no Creature can Per- 


form or Counterfeit ; and by Infalfible Predicti- 


ons and Preſignifications of future Events, even 


fuch as are Contingent and depend upon Man's 


free Choice. 


And 


"FT i Z 
And becauſe ſuch a pp itn; ſuppoſes 5 


all others dependent, and by Conſequence that 
there is no other Deity, while the entire Foun- 


tain of all Perfections can be no more than One, 


and This Unity of the Godhead doth Exclude all 


actual or poſſible. 1 N Therefore L 


Believe in Him as the One and ONLY Wiſe God 
to whom is due Supream Love, Entire Obedience, 
the higheſt Adoration, the profoundeſt Venerati- 
on, from Angels and Men: throughout all Ages 
and Generations. 

II. I BELIEVE That in the Unity of this Iufi- 
nite and Independent Eſſence, there is and doth 
ſubſiſt a TRINITY of Divine Perfons 5 The Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, of one Sub- 
ſtance, Power and Eternity. The F ATHER, the 
Firſt Glorious Perſon, neither Begotten nor Pro- 
ceeding from any. The SON, The Second 
rious Perſon, from Eternity Begotten of the Fa- 
ther. The HOLY GHOST, proceeding (in an 
Ineffable Manner) from the Father and Is Son; 


who is perfect Holineſs, and the Immediate Cauſe 


and Worker of Holineſs in us. 

Theſe Exhibit themſelves to us by their diſtin& 
PROPERTIES: And the difference of thefe Per- 
ſons one ftom the other, I Believe to be agreeable 
to, and Conſiſtent with their UNITY, and their 
UNITY Confiſtent with their TRINITY : ; which 
tho' a Myſtery Incomprehenſible to Finite Under- 
ſtandings, yet upon the Authority of the Divine Re- 
velation, and as therein deliver'd, I humbly receive 
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zs the Object of my Faith, There are 
1 John 53. 7. Three that bear Record in Heaven, the © 
Father, the Mord, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
r 
III. I BELIEVE That THIS ONE GOD 
with one View of his Infinite Mind ſees, foreſees, 
knows and comprehends all Things, in their 
Principles, Various Cauſes, Antecedents, Effects 
and Conſequences; and that by his Wiſe and moſt 
Holy Counſel he did Freely and Unchangably 
| Decree and Aſcertain whatſoever he would, ei- 
ther EFFECT or PERMIT to be done thro out 
the whole Space of Time, and the Endleſs Ages 
of Eternity: Yet ſo, as that He himſelf can nei- 
ther be the Author or Abettor of Sin, nor is any 
Violence offered to the Will of his Creatures; for 
tho' it follows that Nothing is to him Contingent 
bf or Uncertain, the Liberty or Contingency of Se- 
381 cond Cauſes is rather Eſtabliſhed, than in the leaſt 
44% Weakened hereby. | 
Te IV. I BELIEVE That this God, according to 
his Eternal Decree, did in the beginning of Time 
CREATE all Things, both Viſible and Inviſible, 
and by an Omnipotent FIAT Formed and Cenſti- 
tuted all in their Specifick Natures and Perfecti- 
ons; either IMMEDIATELY when He produced 
Immaterial Subſtances, and the Confuſed and Un- 
digeſted Chaos out of no Pre-Exiſting Matter, 
for the Earth was firſt without Form and Void : 
Or MEDIATEL as all Compound Material Bo- 
dies that were afterwards formed out of _ 
whic 
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which at firſt was made out of We: as the 


Material Conſtituent part of Man was made out 


of the Duſt of the Eart 


All this was done by a free Act of his Will, 


for which no other Reaſon can be alledged, but a 
deſign to advance his own Glory, and to produce 
Cteatures in and by whom, before whom, and 
towards whom he would diſplay the Glorious 


Perfections — his Nature: For in theſe things he 


hath given the plaineſt Evidence of his Being, his 
Bounty, his Wiſdom and his Power. 


To Aſcribe therefore ſuch an Incomparabl Ex- 
quiſite Piece of Workmanſhip as this of the Crea- 
tion to a blind Chance, to the Fortuitous Jumb- 


ling of Matter, the caſual Concuſſion of vagrant 


Argus, muſt be the moſt ſtupendous and egregi- 
gious F olly ; while with Equal Reaſon we may 
ſuppoſe, That the moſt Accutate Pieces of Hu- 
mane Artifice, The Faireſt Structures, the moſt 
Regular Motions of Clock-work, Oc. might ea; 


ſily be produced by mere Chance, without mW 


Skill and Contrivance of a W orkman; : 


for thus the Apoftle* Argues, As eve- * Heb. z. 4. 


ry Houſe 1s built by ſomę man, ſo he 

that built all things is God, F who hath + Jerem, 19, 
made the Earth by his Power, and efta- 12. 
blifhed the World by his M. aon, and 

ftretched ont the Fade by his Diſcretion. 


V. I BELIEVE That God having made this 


World, and fixed Man as his Deputy the Lord 
thereof, by a Wiſe and Unerring PROVIDENCE 


9a 4 Rules 


14. 
N 


[8] 
Rules and Governs it as may be moſt for his own . 
Glory, and for the Good of his Obedient Crea 
tures ; which PROVIDENCE Extends it ſelf to 

the Minuteſt Circumſtance of their Loweſt Claſ- 

| ſees, For there is not * a Sparrow falls 
Mat. 10. 25. to the Ground without our Heavenly 

Father; and whatever Jarring Diſ- 

cords, or Claſhing Contrarieties there may ſome- 
times SEEM to be in Providences, while the 
Ways of God are oftentimes, and in many reſpects 

- paſt finding out, yet Iverily believe, that could we 
- once dive into the Latent Springs thereof, we 
ſhould behold ſuch a perfect Beauty, ſuch an Exact 
Harmony as would fill our Rational Minds with 

the higheſt Admiration and Delight. © 

And tho in Reſpect to the Eternal Decree of 

God the Firſt Cauſe, all Things come to paſs 
“ Immutably and Infallibly, yet by His Wiſe 
Providence He ſo orders it as that they fall out 
according to the Nature of Second Cauſes, ei- 
ther Neceſlarily, Freely or Contingently. 

VI. IT BELIEVE That the Bleſſed God having 
formed the Humane Body out of the Duſt of the 
Earth, Breathed into it the Breath of Life, and 
that Man thereupon became a Rational and ati 
Immortal Spirit ; Created after the Image of God, 
and made Capable of Glorifying his Creator, of 
yielding perfect Obedience to his Commands, and 


of Enjoy ing him for ever. 
VII. I BELIEVE That the Great and Glori- 
ons God having a Sovereign Power of Dominion 
over, 


L 91 


| over, and an Indiſpenſible Right of Governing all 


dis Creatures in what manner his Infinite Wiſdam 


ſhould + Chooſe to preſcribe, brought our FIRST 
PARENTS under a moſt Righteous Law, oblig- 
ing them to. Perſonal, Perfect, and perpetual Obe- 
dience in whatſoever Particulars he ſhould enjoyn 
it: Forming that Law into a Covenant, by annex- 
Jng®thereunto both Promiſes and Threatnings : 
In 8caſe of Obedience, a Promiſe of Life, or Glori- 
ous and Inconceivable Bleſſings and Rewards, im- 
ply'd inthe Threatning of Death : Or moſt Terrible 
and Unexpreſſible Evils in caſe of Failure, ſpeci- 
fy'd in thoſe comprehenſive Words, In 
Ying thou ſhalt Die. | 
This Covenant was moſt agreeable to their Rea- 
ſonable Minds, ſuitable to the Inclination of their 
Wills, and then not at all Contradicted or Oppo- 
{ed by any Principle within them, they being Ca- 
pable of performing the Conditions of it, and of re- 
ſiſting all External Temptations had they not wil- 
lingly and miſerably debaſed themſelves. 
VIII. IBELIEVE That this Covenant was a 
Tranſaction between God and our Firſt Parents 
Confider'd as the Publick COMMON HEAD of 
all Mankind, Repreſenting, and Covenanting for all 
their Poſterity, that by ordinary Generation thro? 
the many Ages of Time ſhould deſcend from them. 
IX. Our Firſt Parents Seduced by the Subtilty 
and Wiles of the Devil, (their Implacable Enemy, 
upon the account of their preſent (by him Envied) 
Happineſs) violating that Pure and Righteous Law 


Gen. 2,17. 


i 


4 10 ] 
of their moſt Rightſul Sovereign, by Eating of the 
Forbidden Fruit 1 the Tree of Knowledge, fell 
from their Original Righteouſneſs, and were de- 
prived of that Intimate munion and Converſe 
with the Bleſſed God, to which ny were before 

admitted. 
AND whereas they ſtood as the _— 
Head and Repreſentative of all their Poſterity, I 

| Believe therefore, That the Guilt of their Origi- 
nal Sin is Juſtly Imputed to, and the Infectious 
— Contagion of Corrupted Nature, derived on, each 
Individual of the Humane Race, as appears from the 
' Miſerable Darknels that is in our INTELLEC- 
' TUAL POWERS, the fixed Obſtinacy of our 
WILLS, the great Defilements that there are in 
CONSCIENCE, and the Deplorable Diſorders and 
Irregularities that are found among all the AF- 
. FECTIONS of the Soul, And * by the 
FRY offence of one, Judgment came upon all 
Men to Condemnation. 
X. 1 BELIEVE, That when Baſe and Ungrate- 
ful Man had involv'd himſelf and Poſterity in ſuch 
doleful Circumſtances as theſe,, Expoſed to the 
Wrath of God, to the flaming Sword of Incenſed 
uſtice, and wholly incapable of Life by the former 
venant ; a moſt Tender and Gracious God, (tho 
he might have Condemned the Self-deſtroying Cri- 
minal upon the Spot,yet)according to the Deſigns of 
Grace and Mercy which he had conceiv d in himſelf 
from all Eternity, (the Matter being reſolv'd in 
THE COVENA] [T OF REDEMPTION between 


the Eternal Father and his Eternal Son, He) conde- 
ſcends 


> — : N - 
„ r > Hoes ene n 6 25 1 7 a DL I 3 

= 2 bs ns TY * * ww. : * ; 27 1 81 * * ** 4 4 pd 2 
* 8 A TE TOTS 1 RT NODS Og Cl HIT * 441 e * * Ep 
(94 JS OATS 5 Ee 7 "7 5 ARS of he . * r : . „ * 4 o * 

x" ARS Is . 2 ; ; b K. 
2 FE. es n , 1 2 8 : TEN k 
- * — 1 . : x - " * 
4 
. 


8 9 


E | 
ſcends to treat with Man again, and to Propoſe a 
New and a Better Covenant, known to us under the 
Character of THE COVENANT OF © 
GRACE: Wherein the Seed of the No. Gen. 3. 1. 
man, the Son of God in the fulneſs of — = 
Time become Incarnate, is freely offer'd as an 
All-ſufficient Saviour to repair the Ruines of Dege- 
nerated Nature, to Redeem Sinners from the Wrath 
to come: And to purchaſe the Sanctifying Spirit, 
with all other Spiritual and Eternal Bleſlings, by a 
Voluntary Oblation of himſelf as an Attoning and a 
Meritorious Sacrifice. | - 
Xl. AND as I believe, That this promis'd Meſs 

ſias was and is GOD EQUAL with the Father, 

begotten © of his Subſtance, which being incapable 
“ of Diviſion and Multiplication is REALLY 
« and TOTALLY Communicated to him, that he 
is God of God, VERY GOD OF VERY GOD, fo 
I believe that in the fulneſs of Time, He did actually 
Aſſume and Admit the Humane Nature, Conſiſting of 
a Mortal Body and a Reaſonable Soul, with all its Ef- 
ſential Properties, and ſinleſs Infirmities, into an HY- 
POSTATICAL UNION with himſelf, being Con- 
ceiv'd by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt and born of 
the Virgin Mary: © So that Two Whole, Perfect and 
_ « Diſtin& Natures, the Godhead and the Manhood 
were Inſeparably joyned together in one Perſon 
without Converſion, Compoſition, Tranſmutati- 
on, or Confuſion: Which one Perſon is Very 
God and Very Man; and as ſuch the only ME- 
1 between lapſed Man and a juſtly provok- 
ed God. „ 1 
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And as Mediatour Executing thoſe Special OFFI- 
CES, the Diſcharge whereof he had undertaken, 
(viz.) The Office of a Prophet, Prieſt and King : - 
Of a PROPHET, Revealing unto us the whole 
Will of God by his Word and Spirit for our Sal- 
vation; of a PRIEST, offering himſelf a Sacrifice 
for Sin, and making an Attonement for us, pleading 
the ſame by way of Interceſſion now he is aſcend- 
ed, and is ſet down on the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty on high; of a KING, not by any outward 
Compulſion and Violence, but by Inward Allure- 
ments and Perſuaſions, ſubduing us to Himſelf, Rul- 
ing and Defending us, Extirpating and Deſtroying 


all his and our Enemies. 

I BELIEVE, That as Mediatour, He Did, and 
ſuffer'd all that was Incumbent on him as ſuch, or 
Neceſſary for him to do or ſuffer, either in a State 
of Deep HUMILIATION, or Higheft EXALTA- 


TION, in order to the Compleating the Great and 
Glorious Deſign of our Redemption, and Working 
out Salvation for us. 555 

And on him and him alone I humbly depend and 
rely with Good Hope through Grace; in him I re- 
Joyce as my Only and Almighty Saviour, Comfort- 
ably Expecting the Remiſſion of all my Sins, the 
Acceptation of my Perſon, and Services, and the E- 
ternal Salvation of my Immortal Soul, for his ſake 
at the Hands of the Father ; | 
XII. FOR Thele are the Benefits That I do Be- 
lieve redound to all Believers from Chriſt's Media- 
torial Undertaking, (via.) Juſtification, Adoption and 
| _ dan» 
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Sanctification, as the Indiſpenſible Means of, and Pre, 
paratives for Eternal Salvation. JUS TIFICATION- 
which is an Act of Free Grace, wherein not by In- 
fuſing Righteouſneſs into them, but by Pardoning 
all their Sins; not for any thing done by them, but 
for the Sake of Chriſt THEN ACTUALLY Ap- 
ply'd by the Spitit of Grace and receiv'd by Faith, 
he diſchargeth them from the Obligation to Puniſh- 
ment, and Accounts and Accepts them as Righte- 
ous in his fight. ADOPTION whereby upon the 
ſame Account they are admitted into the Happy 
Number, and made Partakers of the Ineſtimable Pri- 
vileges of the Children of God, beingHeirs of God and 
Co-Heirs with Jeſus Chriſt; And SANCTIFICA- 
TION whereby through the Vertue of Chrift'sDeath 
and Reſurrection, and by the Energy of the Spirit, 
the Body of Sin is Weakned, Its Dominion Deſtroy'd, 
and Its Manifold Luſts Mortified, ſo as that they are 
Enabled to be growing in Grace, and to be perfecting 
Holineſs in the Fear of the Lord. 
XIII. I BELIEVE That there is an Univerſal 
Church, of which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Head, 
Conſiſting of the whole Number of Saints, both thoſe 
that are Combating here on Earth, and ſuch as are 
Triumphing in Heaven above, who beſides an EX- 
TERNAL Fellowſhip that they have in the Word 
and Ordinances, hold INTIMATE Communion one 
with another, as the living Members of the fame 
Body, and as being united together in * 
Love, * for if we walk in the Light we * 1 Job. 2.7, 
have Fellowſhip One with Another. W 

XIV. 
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XIV. I BELIEVE, With that part of the Church 
which is Viſible Chriſt its Head hath entruſted the 


Sacred Oracles Contained in the feveral Books of the 


Old and New Teſtament, under the Name of the 
Holy Scriptures: Becauſe thoſe Authentick Revela- 
tions, by which it pleaſed God in former Times to 
ſpeak to the Fathers, being ceaſed, the Mind of God 
is now by his Command Confign'd to Writing ; and 
is a Standing and 4 Perpetual Rule of Faith and Man- 
ners, of Diſcipline and Worſhip ; © which from the 
« Heavenlineſs of the Matter, the Efficacy of the 
Doctrine, the Majeſty of the Style, the Conſent 
« of all the Parts, the Scope of the Whole, and its 
Many other Incomparable Excellencies, and chief- 
Iy from the Inward Work of the Holy Spirit, bearing 
Witneſs as I hope in my own Heart, I 

+ 2 Tim. 2. 16:. do believe to be * given by 1 0 
f God, and to be Profitable for Dofrine, 

for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Rig h- 


1 . 

XV. I BELIEVE That our Lord, (as Media- 
tour of the Covenant and Head of his Church) 
hath Inſtituted the SACRAMENTS of the New 
Teſtament, as Holy Signs and Seals of that Cove- 


nant ; And that there are only Two Sacraments 
Ordain'd by Chrift under the Goſpel-Oeconomy ; 


that is to ſay, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, 


which in regard of the Spiritual Things Signified 
and Exhibited, are for Subſtance the fame with 
thoſe Inſtituted under the Old Teftament Diſpen- 
ſation. | ; 
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ing of his Church, He hath appointed an Order of 
Men, Subject indeed to like Paſſions with others, 
whom He Commiſſions as his: AMBASSADOURS 
to Urge the Propoſals, and Explain the Terms: of 
Peace and Reconciliation, * With whom Wo 
he hath promiſed to be to the End of the © 
World, and whom he hath appointed to be fer a- 
part to that Great and Honourable Office by the 
* Laying on of the Hands o the Pres- ET: > 
bytery, to which as his Solemn Inſti. 28 
tution I moſt Chearfully and Conſcientiouſly ſub- 
mit my ſelf. os a 
XVII. I FULLY BELIEVE, That it is ap- 
pointed unto Men once to Die,to undergo a Change 
or Diſſolution of the Vital Union between the Soul 
and Body ſo nearly Ally'd. And that all ſhall 
riſe again from the Dead ; for I Believe, That 
the Souls ſeparated from their Bodies are in the 
Hands of God, That the Bodies moulder'd and 
crumbled into Duſt, ſhall be recollected in them- 
ſelves, and reunited to their Souls, and that (as 
the very Name of a Reſurrection fuppoſes and im 
plies) the ſame Numerical Bodies which did fall 
ſhall riſe. And that all the Individuals of Mankind 
ſhall be ſummoned by the awakening Sound of the 
Laſt Trumpet before the Awful Tribunal of the 
Great Judge, the Second Perſon in the Ever Bleſ- 
ſed Trinity, to whom the Father hath committed 
the Judgment of Quick and Dead, and who will 
| = _ 
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Good, or whether they have been Evil; Condemn- 


ing all that were finally Impenitent, forcing them 


to depart from him, and delivering them over to 


be tormented by a Worm that ſhall never Die, and 
hho Quenched: And pro- 


by Fire that ſhall never be 
nouncing the grateful Sentence of Pardon and Ab- 
ſolution upon ſuch as Lived and Died in the Fear of 
God and the Faith of his Son, Tranſlating them 
into his Glorious Kingdom, and placing them with 
him on his Throne, that they may Live and Reign 
with him, as Kings and Prieſts to God and to the 
Father. 
And by this great and ſolemn Procedure Infinite 
Mercy will be Exalted in the Eternal Salvation of 
Believing Souls, and the Divine Juſtice glorified in 
the Righteous Condemnation of the Impenitent 
World who knew not God,and Obeyed not the Goſpel 
of his Son. 
This is the Faith, in which I am Reſolv'd by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Grace, the Worker of 
Faith, to Live all my Days, and in which I truſt I 
ſhall Die ; tho after all that I Believe, I have great 
| Reaſon as an humble Supplicant to Implore, Lord 
help my Unbelief ! Lord Increaſe my Faith ! 
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pa Defftfitive Sentence upon all, according to the 
— Actions done in the Body, whether they haue been 
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